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US Foreign Policy and its Impact on Women: International Trafficking in Women

The League of Women Voters of Massachusetts is sponsoring a forum on International Trafficking in Women as part of “Women Engaging Globally,” a joint project of the League of Women Voters Education Fund, the Center for Women Policy Studies and Women’s Environment Development Organization. The purpose of the forum is to educate and raise awareness in the Boston area on the issue of trafficking. The theme of the forum will be “Global Comes Home: What should be the State and Community Response to International Trafficking of Women.”

The forum will be held on April 30, 2005 at UMass Boston at 9 a.m. In addition to the League, principal cosponsors of the forum are the Center for Women in Politics and Public Policy, Women and Public Policy Program (WAPPP) at the Kennedy School of Governmentan, UMass Boston Women’s Studies Department and Unitarian Universalist Service Committee.

Trafficking in persons – also known as “human trafficking” – is a form of modern-day slavery. Traffickers often prey on individuals who are poor, frequently unemployed or underemployed, and who may lack access to social safety nets, predominantly women and children in certain countries. Victims are often lured with false promises of good jobs and better lives, and then forced to work under brutal and inhuman conditions. It is among the fastest growing criminal activities, occurring both worldwide and in individual countries. Annually, at least 600,000-800,000 people, mostly women and children, are trafficked across borders worldwide, including 14,500-17,500 persons into the United States.

People are snared into trafficking by various means. For example, physical force is used or false promises are made regarding a legitimate job or marriage in a foreign country to entrap victims into prostitution, pornography and other forms of commercial sexual exploitation or slavery-like labor conditions in factories and fields. Victims suffer physical and emotional abuse, rape, threats against self and family, passport theft, and physical restraint.

It is a high priority of the Department of Justice to pursue and prosecute human traffickers. Human trafficking frequently involves the trafficking of women and children for sexual exploitation, a brutal crime the Department is committed to aggressively investigating and prosecuting. Trafficking also often involves exploitation of agricultural and sweat shop workers, as well as individuals working as domestic servants.

The Thirteenth Amendment to the U.S. Constitution outlaws slavery and involuntary servitude. The Victims of Trafficking and Violence Protection Act of 2000 (VTVPA) supplements existing laws and establishes new tools and resources to combat trafficking in persons and to provide services and protections for victims. 

*********

The Human Impact of Trafficking in Persons

Human trafficking happens in nearly every corner of the world. The following two stories bring to life the scenarios that tragically play out in different variations every day around the globe. The human impact of trafficking in women, men, and children is devastating and immeasurable.

Katya

Katya, with a 2-year-old daughter and a failing marriage in the Czech Republic, followed the advice of a “friend” that she could make good money as a waitress in the Netherlands. A Czech trafficker drove her, along with four other young women, to Amsterdam where, joined by a Dutch trafficker, Katya was taken to a brothel. After saying “I will not do this,” she was told, “Yes, you will if you want your daughter back in the Czech Republic to live.” After years of threats and forced prostitution, Katya was rescued by a cab driver. She is now working at a hospital and studying for a degree in social work.

Khan

Traffickers took Khan, an 11-year-old girl living in the hills of Laos, to an embroidery factory in Bangkok. There she and other children worked 14 hours a day for food and clothing, but no wages. After protesting, Khan was beaten. After further protests, Khan was stuffed into a closet where the factory owner’s son shot her in the face with a BB gun and poured industrial chemicals over her. Khan was rescued and is now receiving plastic surgery and counseling at a Thai government shelter.
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