LWVM Municipal Finance Local Study
Fiscal Policy Update Committee

Resources for Local Study Committees

Essential Reading 

· “Local Communities at Risk: Revisiting the Fiscal Partnership Between the Commonwealth and Cities and Towns.” Municipal Finance Taskforce Final Report, Metro Mayors Coalition (also known as the Hamill Report), September 2005. (You can read the Executive Summary, starting on page V.) www.mapc.org/Municipal_Finance_Task_Force/Local Communities At Risk Report.pdf
· “A Mounting Crisis for Local Budgets: The Crippling Effects of Soaring Municipal Health Costs.” Massachusetts Taxpayers Foundation, July 2005. www.masstaxpayers.org/data/pdf/reports/municipal health care.pdf
Additional Reading

· “Boston Bound: A Comparison of Boston’s Legal Powers with Those of Six Other Major American Cities.” Gerald Frug and David J. Barron. The Boston Foundation, 2007. www.bostonhomerule.org
· “Revenue Sharing and the Future of the Massachusetts Economy.” Barry Bluestone, Alan Clayton-Matthews, David Soule. Massachusetts Municipal Association and Center for Urban and Regional Policy, Northeastern University, January 2006. (Executive Summary starts on page 4.) www.curp.neu.edu/pdfs/MMA_RevenueSharing.pdf
· “Soaring Health Insurance Costs Threaten Boston’s Competitive Edge: Boston and Other Municipalities Face a Crisis of Unsustainable Cost Increases.” Boston Municipal Research Bureau, November 2006. (Executive Summary starts on page 1.) www.bmrb.org/content/upload/health2006.pdf 
· “Municipal Financial Data 35th Edition.” Massachusetts Taxpayers Foundation, November 2005. www.masstaxpayers.org/data/pdf/reports/mtf35t~1.pdf
· “Municipal Financial Data 36th Edition” Massachusetts Taxpayers Foundation, November 2006. www.masstaxpayers.org/data/pdf/reports/mtf36t~1.pdf
Materials Available on Municipal Finance through the Massachusetts League of Women Voters

Materials Available on the LWVM Website

· “Municipal Finance: Where does the money come from and where does it go?” LWVM presentations, glossaries, references, and notes from the Fiscal Policy Update Forum in Boston, January 27, 2007. Topics include: overview of revenue and expenditures and trends, education, state assessments, state aid, Proposition 2½, local options, employee municipal health insurance, employee pensions. www.lwvma.org/fpustudyforummaterials.shtml
Materials Available through the LWVM Office
· “Municipal Finance: Where does the money come from and where does it go?” LWVM presentations from the Fiscal Policy Update forum in Boston, January 27, 2007 at University of Mass, Boston, by Fiscal Policy Update Committee. DVD. 
Note: The DVD runs about four hours. We suggest local League Municipal Finance Study Committees might want to hold three meetings for viewing the DVD: 1½ hours for introduction and session 1, 1 hour for session 2, and 1½ hours for session 3 and conclusion. The materials that go along with each session can be downloaded and printed from the LWVM website (includes guide to each presentation with miniatures of slides, glossaries, references, additional information).
· “Proposition 2½.” Forum by Andover LWV, October 26, 2006. Forum features Noah Berger of the Massachusetts Budget and Policy Center, explanation of Prop. 2½ basics by LWV, and insights by local Finance Committee chair. DVD. Excellent review of Prop. 2½ mechanics.

· “Introduction to Municipal Finance.” LWV Falmouth meeting, September 21, 2006. Features municipal finance professional Peter Boyer; includes 10 pages of documents. Municipal finance from the view of local leaders and budgeting process. DVD. Good adjunct to the FPU forum. 

Additional Resources

· “Levy Limits: A Primer on Proposition 2½.” Massachusetts Department of Revenue Division of Local Services. www.mass.gov/Ador/docs/dls/publ/misc/levylimits.pdf. The official word on all aspects of Proposition 2½ that relate directly to property taxes. It does not include information on other aspects of Prop. 2½, such as the limitation on state assessments for the MBTA.

· “Cherry Sheet Manual.” Municipal Data Management and Technical Assistance Bureau. Massachusetts Department of Revenue Division of Local Services. www.mass.gov/Ador/docs/dls/cherry/csmanual.pdf
· The Cherry Sheet for each municipality is available at www.mass.gov/?pageID=dorsubtopic&L=4&L0=Home&L1=Local+Officials&L2=Municipal+Data+and+Financial+Management&L3=Cherry+Sheets&sid=Ador. This URL brings up a page with a list of names of cities and towns; clicking on a name will produce another query for the Cherry Sheet page desired. Clicking on the page will produce the chosen Cherry Sheet page as a PDF.

· The complete General Laws of Massachusetts. www.mass.gov/legis/laws/mgl/mgllink.htm
PAGE  

Resources - 2
The League of Women Voters of Massachusetts, 133 Portland Street, Boston, MA 02114
617-523-2999 • Fax: 617-248-0881 • lwvma@lwvma.org • www.lwvma.org • www.votinginfo.info

