LWVM Municipal Finance Local Study
Fiscal Policy Update Committee

Questions for Superintendent of Schools


Please return all interviews, the “Know Your Municipal Finances” chart and the Summary to the League office via mail or email to lwvma@lwvma.org by Sept. 30, 2007. Include additional sheets if necessary.
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Phone




Phone



1. How many school employees are there? What percentage of the school budget goes to salaries (teachers plus other employees)? How has this changed over the last 10 years?

2. Did your school system receive sufficient funds to deliver a good education after Ed Reform began in 1993?

3. How have user fees for school services changed over the last 5 to 10 years, for example, fees for sports, clubs, transportation, and college applications?  Please give us specific examples.

4. How was your school system affected when state aid was cut in 2002?

5. What percentage of your students receives Special Education services?  What percent of the Special Education costs are reimbursed by the state?

6. Has the city/town attempted to pass an override to benefit the school department? Was it successful?

7. Have finances caused friction between the schools and other departments of local government? If so, please elaborate.

8. Have local groups (parents, PTOs and others) raised significant funds for the schools? Can you give examples? How has this changed over time?

9. How many of your community’s students attend charter schools? How has the funding affected the school department?
10. What action would you want the state Legislature to take to address financial problems in your schools?
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