LWVM Municipal Finance Local Study
Fiscal Policy Update Committee

Questions for Mayor or Town Administrator


Please return all interviews, the “Know Your Municipal Finances” chart and the Summary to the League office via mail or email to lwvma@lwvma.org by Sept. 30, 2007. Include additional sheets if necessary.

Local League 
City/Town 


Date of interview


Person(s) doing interview 
Phone




Phone



1. Proposition 2½ was passed in 1980. What was your city/town’s financial situation at that time? Has that initial situation affected municipal finances in subsequent years? If so, how? What is your evaluation of the condition of city/town finances today?

2. Since the early 1980s, how have municipal services changed?

3. What factors have influenced the success or failure of Prop 2½ overrides? 

4. What new sources of revenue has your city/town developed in the last 10 years? (For example, Pay-As-You-Throw for trash removal, fees, volunteer workers, Community Preservation Act, Stabilization Fund, fundraising groups or any other revenue-generating source.)
5. What unfunded or partially funded state mandates affect local finances?

6. Does Charter School funding influence city/town finances? If so, how?

7. Have finances influenced the relationship between the schools and the town side of local government? If so, how?

8. What specific state policies have the greatest negative impact on the local budget? Can you give us your recommendations for changing them?

9. Over and above everything you’ve said about the past and current financial issues, what issue do you think will most affect your municipality in the next five years?

10. What municipal departments should we contact to get more details on the long-term effect of finances on local services?

 

Questions may be addressed to finance director if mayor/town administrator does not have the long-term perspective.
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