Summary Page for Waltham

Background

The City of Waltham is 11 miles west of Boston, along the Route 128 corridor, with a stable population of just under 60,000.  Although the total population is about the same as in 1970, Waltham has large turnover.  It has a higher percentage of renters than the State average and 20% of the residents are foreign born (7.3% from Asia and 5.3% from Latin America.)  

Waltham has a great deal of commercial activity; the daytime population rises by 20,000 because of commuting, and there are 11,143 workers who live and work in Waltham.

It is considered a working class community, with a per capita income of $26,364 in 1999.

Revenue

Waltham revenue is comprised primarily of property tax (62%) with 11% coming from local receipts, 24% from state aid, and 3% other.  Of that property tax, 46% comes from residential and 49% from commercial property.  Residential is taxed at 10% and commercial at 33%. The City has been lucky – when the high tech bubble burst, the biotech boom took up the slack.  Development and redevelopment have kept the tax base  growing to meet expenses as well. The building of condos at a median value of $370,000 has been a boon. There is a great deal of State land within the City limits, and Waltham gets $677,000 from the State in lieu of taxes for the UMass Field Station and the Fernald School. Waltham has never had an override and hasn’t needed one so far. 

Expenditures

In 2005, 40% of Waltham’s expenditures were for education, 20% for public safety, 12% for fixed costs, 6% for debt service, 9% for public works, and 13% for other.  However, this may not be comparable to other municipalities, because it appears that health care expenditures were included.  Total healthcare expenditures accounted for 21% of the budget in 2005.  

Services

City services such as trash collection, recycling pickup, and school buses are all free. The school system has always charged for field trips. Those who cannot afford to pay have been subsidized. There is an award-winning music program, with classes offered free in school time from grade 3 to 5. At the middle school and high school level, the students are expected to take lessons privately. The Parent Teacher Organizations are strong in the community, and provide the funds for video surveillance at the school doors.

Issues to keep an eye on

Waltham’s major roads are at 110% of capacity and traffic is of great concern in the community. The City has freight and rail capacity, but it is not served well by the MBTA and the 128 Consortium that helps get workers to 128/I-95.

Currently, City employees pay 7.5 %to 10% of the costs of health care. The biggest problem facing Waltham will be keeping health care costs under control and on budget.


