Introduction to Municipal Finance Workshop Materials

What are Municipal Finance “Workshop Materials”?

The Fiscal Policy Update Committee presented a workshop at the League Convention, June 2, 2007 to assist Leagues in performing their local study. These are the materials that were distributed at the workshop.

What information is included?

The Fiscal Policy Update Committee ran a sample community (Marblehead) through the process we are asking you to do for your own community for the local study as a way to provide Leagues with a concrete example of what the data obtained from the websites and other sources for the “Know Your Municipal Finances” Chart looks like. We have also shown how the information could be presented graphically. (We used Microsoft Excel to generate the graphs.) Because of the very large size of the file, we decided to enter all the information into a PowerPoint format. Several handouts with additional hints were also distributed. For those without PowerPoint, the numerical data and hints are included in Word. (Note this is much inferior because there are no graphs.)

How is the workshop information organized on this website?

The materials are provided in four documents:

1. Sample Community PowerPoint Presentation of the “Know Your Municipal Finances” Chart Information with Sample community data graphed as illustration how you may wish to analyze and present data. The PowerPoint question numbers correspond to those on the “Know Your Municipal Finances” Chart. Note that all Marblehead data and helpful hints that are not on the original chart (chart sent to all Leagues in April) appear in a red font. 
2. Summary Reporting Sheet for Graniteville- example of how a League might describe their community on the reporting sheet.
3. Odds and Ends Additional suggestions; includes interview hints and disclaimers, ways to organize your League’s people resources, etc.

4. Sample Community Chart in Word  “Know Your Municipal Finances” Chart with Sample community data and helpful hints entered in red. No graphs; for those without access to PowerPoint
