LWVM Municipal Finance Study 

  Consensus Report Form

January 2008


CONSENSUS REPORT FORM

Due: APRIL 30, 2008

Local League Sponsoring Meeting:

Date of Meeting:

Discussion Leader:

Meeting Recorder:

Meeting Resource Person(s):

Number of Attendees:


League members:


General public:


Total:

Return Form by April 30, 2008.

Return Form using ONE of the methods below

Fax to State League: 617/248-0881 OR 

E-mail to lwvma@lwvma.org

Mail to:  


Fiscal Policy Update Committee- Municipal Finance Consensus

League of Women Voters of Massachusetts

133 Portland St.

Boston, MA 02114

Consensus Question One
What principles should govern the fiscal relationship between the state and local governments?

	Does your League support this principle?
	If yes, how important is it? (Low, Medium, High)


                                                                                     Circle    -----Circle-------------

	PRINCIPLE
	
	
	
	
	
	

	IA. The Massachusetts LWV believes that the state budget should incorporate the principle of transparency.
	Yes
	No
	Low
	Medium
	High
	IA.

	IB. The Massachusetts LWV believes that the state budget process should incorporate the principle of transparency
	Yes
	No
	Low
	Medium
	High
	IB.

	II. The Massachusetts LWV believes that the Fiscal Relationship between the state and local government should incorporate the principle of timeliness.
	Yes
	No
	Low
	Medium
	High
	II.

	III. The Massachusetts LWV believes that the Fiscal Relationship between the state and local government should incorporate the principle of equitability.
	Yes
	No
	Low
	Medium
	High
	III.

	IV. The Massachusetts LWV believes that the Fiscal Relationship between the state and local government should incorporate the principle of dependability.
	Yes
	No
	Low
	Medium
	High
	IV.

	V. The Massachusetts LWV believes that the Fiscal Relationship between the state and local government should incorporate the principle of flexibility in local spending.
	Yes
	No
	Low
	Medium
	High
	V.

	VI. The Massachusetts LWV believes that the Fiscal Relationship between the state and local government should incorporate the principle of flexibility in local revenue-raising.
	Yes
	No
	Low
	Medium
	High
	VI.


Comments on your consensus on Question 1:

 Were additional principles agreed upon? ____YES  ____NO   What are they?

 Please note anything you feel the consensus reading committee should know about your League’s consensus.  This is where you may include information about areas of agreement and disagreement, minority opinions and strength, areas the group was undecided or needed more information.  Please feel free to attach additional sheets if necessary:

Consensus Question 2

The League of Women Voters of Massachusetts currently has a

position  opposing the adoption of new, local non-property taxes by either

statewide mandate or local option.  

 Should the League of Voters of Massachusetts ELIMINATE this position opposing the adoption of new, local non-property taxes by statewide mandate or local option? 

                                                              _______ YES         _______NO

  If yes, should the League of Women Voters of Massachusetts SUPPORT the   adoption of new, local non-property taxes by statewide mandate or local option?       
                  _______ YES         _______NO

Comments on your consensus on Question 2:

Please note anything you feel the consensus reading committee should know about your League’s consensus.  This is where you may include information about areas of agreement and disagreement, minority opinions and strength, areas the group was undecided or needed more information.  Please feel free to attach additional sheets if necessary:

Consensus Question 3
Should the League of Women Voters of Massachusetts support changes in state laws to ease the financial burden on municipalities in the following areas?

a. Municipal Employee Health Insurance 

________YES             _______NO

b. Municipal Employee Pensions

________YES             _______NO

Comments on your consensus on Question 3:

 Please note anything you feel the consensus reading committee should know about your League’s consensus.  This is where you may include information about areas of agreement and disagreement, minority opinions and strength, areas the group was undecided or needed more information.  Please feel free to attach additional sheets if necessary:

CONSENSUS MEETING EVALUATION

Please share any general comments or suggestions made by attendees:

Thank you for your time and work on this project!

Return Form by April 30, 2008.

Fax to State League: 617/248-0881 OR 

E-mail to LWVMA@LWVMA.org

Mail to:  


Fiscal Policy Update Committee- Municipal Finance Consensus

League of Women Voters of Massachusetts

133 Portland St.

Boston, MA 02114
.


This Consensus Report was approved by the Board of Directors of the League of Women Voters of ______________________________________.











Form Submitted by: (Name and League Affiliation):


                                                                        _______________________________


                                                                       ________________________________
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